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The Viera turned off the water, it falling from her skin as she stepped out of the shower. Towel in
hand, and she carefully begins to dry herself off. Another slow day, another day of a lie. Sure, she
loved Leizi, the little lizard had been so happy since the Rava moved in. Even under these
circumstances. Every night, they held each other, every morning they kissed and cuddled until
Leizi had to go to Coerthas for work. Coming home to a homecooked meal, to a wanting 'wife’, to
everything she could ever want. Yet, Ashlyn had sacrificed so much for this.

She had to sacrifice everything. Not that Leizi wasn't worth it, but it wasn't exactly her choice to
sacrifice it all either. The Viera wiped down the mirror to look at herself. Her neck scar on full
display, the choker on the sink shelf. The last time she went to deal with justice on her own.
Seeking forgiveness, yet others still saw her as the monster she used to be.

"You know you will always deal with that. Even if we operate sanctioned and people
knew it. They'll only ever see the monster we used to be."

Ashlyn sighed, in the mirror, she saw her old form, her old armor.
"It doesn't matter Justice. We... still.. should..."

Even she couldn't truly believe those words anymore. What justice was there? That obviously
corrupt judge was going to throw her away despite saying she was integrated back into society.
She sighed heavily.

"We should what? Continue the path that caused us to be locked away? That caused us
to need to throw everything we've worked towards away? To live in fear? Face it Ashlyn.
If we are just monsters to them. We should just become the monsters they see. There's
no place for us in peaceful society anymore."

"No, doing so would only prove the court and all of them right. We need to stay this path. We really
shouldn't have escaped. It didn't matter a path came to us."

Regret decided to poke her nose in. Her leather jacket with so few patches, just as pristine as the
sun Father got it for them.

"Regret is right Justice, there's no reason for us to go back on this path."

"You both are fucking kidding me, right? Look at where it got us. We are trapped. Do
you really call this freedom? We can't even use our voice outside. We have to use some
fake accent. We have to act like we're some fucking stupid housewife instead of the
arbiters of justice we have been. We need to not give in so easily. We've done it before,
we can do it again. Fuck it, if we're throwing everything away, might as well do it right."

Ashlyn paused for a moment. She looked down at her midriff scar, the one that caused her to go
down this path.

"You know Father would want us to-"
"SILENCE! YOU WILL NOT INVOKE FATHER TO THIS!"

There was a fury to the younger of the trio.
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"He gave his life to give us a good one. He made sure we knew right from wrong. He instilled in us,
the values we use to this very day serving Asuka. What would the Princess do if she found out what
you were contemplating Ashlyn?"

Ashlyn went to respond, but no words came out. She couldn't respond. Her hand rested upon her
stomach scar.

"What does it matter? She won't stick beside us the moment it becomes politically
disadvantageous. We're just refuse to be tossed aside. I've said it for many years, we
did our best work ever for everyone when we were actively hunting."

The Viera didn't know what to do, she didn't know what to think. Her mind was swirling as all of
these thoughts kept assaulting her.

"Don't fall for it Ashlyn, please! We can still do good. So what if they see us as mon-"

Ashlyn couldn't take it anymore.

"Why do we do it then Regret? Isn't the path of redemption, one for us to not be seen this way
anymore? Why do we torture ourselves? Why do we keep pushing on? Why... don't we just listen to
Justice... maybe she's had a point all these summers..."

The ruby eyed spectre merely nodded her head.

"...No Ashlyn... no this isn't... this isn't right..."

The Viera did her best to keep her calm. She did her best to keep her cool for everything. Yet, as
she stared into her own reflection, she saw an ugly thing. Scarred, deformed, truly, a monster. Why
then, should she....

"Ashlyn please! Listen to me! Please! This is not the path you want to go down!" Regret cried out.
Unheard to the Viera, the door unlocked and opened. Boots stepping inside as a very tired Xaela
enters.

Ashlyn's fist slams into the mirror before her, shattering it into pieces. Fracturing the ugly visage
she saw before her into the malformed entity she truly felt inside. Blood began to drip down her
hand from a few small cuts. She could only stare into the thousand fractures of her.

"...if we are to be seen as an animal... a monster... why not...?"

Right then, the bathroom door knocked. "Ashlyn? Is everything okay...?" The sound of the Au Ra
came through right as the door swung open.

There, Ashlyn stood, hand bleeding, her spectres visible for only a second. Sapphire eyes widen as
they disperse.

"...Leizi..."



